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POLICE ENTERPRISE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 

252. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Police: 

I have a supplementary question. How is it that in 2006 the minister considered that the Minister for Police 
should be involved in the negotiations and that 10 plus 10 per cent was a fair offer for our hardworking police? 
From what the minister said earlier, I gather that 13 per cent is miserable.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

That was in 2006. A lot has happened since then: we are over here and the Labor Party is over there, where it 
should be! At that particular time —  

Ms M.M. Quirk: It is in the Hansard.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I know that the things we say can come back and bite us sometimes. I do not have a 
problem with what I had said at that time, because, frankly, under Labor governments the police were treated 
very badly.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: We are talking about you! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We are talking about 2006. The police were treated very badly under Labor governments. 
That is why we saw unprecedented action by police on the steps of Parliament House. They were so disgusted 
with the Labor government that they took that unprecedented step. I do not think that will happen here.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You said, “If I were the police minister, I would be involved myself.” That is what you said 
back in 2006!  

The SPEAKER: Member for Midland, I formally call you to order for the first time today.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member is quite right and in 2006 I did say that I would involve myself. But times 
have changed since then, and quite frankly I think the Treasurer would be too worried if I got personally 
involved because — 

Mr C.J. Barnett: You’re a softie!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am just a big softie! That is true. I would probably give the police almost whatever they 
wanted! If I had my way and a magic wand, I would give them whatever they wanted. But that is not the real 
world.  

Mr C.J. Barnett: Marshmallow!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am being described as a marshmallow now! My image is being tarnished. I stand by 
what I said in 2006, but things have changed. A cabinet decision was made that ministers do not get involved in 
EBA negotiations. I will always support our police officers, and I hope that they achieve the maximum that they 
can under these negotiations. 
 


